Elham Valley Cricket Club  - Junior Club Protocol 2013
This form is to be retained by the member.

General principle

EVCC is committed to inclusive and enjoyable cricket, to teamwork and to the development of self-confidence and leadership qualities. Winning is not the sole objective, but it is important to be competitive with other sides and to enjoy the competition. Recognition is given to commitment as much as it is to ability. However, attendance at sessions is not a guarantee of selection on every occasion

The objectives of the junior club
· To develop the playing ability of all members of the Junior squad

· To be inclusive and to ensure playing opportunities for all

· To be competitive in our matches against other teams 
· To ensure that the notions of mutual respect and self-discipline are assimilated and displayed by the players and all those that support them 
· To encourage progression through the age groups and beyond to the senior team(s)     

· To promote good sportsmanship and develop a life long enjoyment of cricket

Selection Policy

The club has teams competing in the Saxon Shore League at U11, U13 and U15 levels. The U9 group has opportunities to play in an inter-club kwik-cricket tournament and the Folkestone CC fun day.

Teams will normally be selected from the ‘two-year’ groups within each section.  

· Under 11: Years 5 and 6 

· Under 13: Years 7 and 8 

· Under 15: year 9 and 10

Some younger players may be invited to play in the next age group. This will be measured on ability and at the discretion of the coaches.

In making team selections, the coaches will be looking for 

· Ability

· Commitment to training

· Confidence to play at that level and age group

While regularity of attendance is a key measure, it does not guarantee selection. However, every effort will be made to ensure that each committed trainee plays in at least two matches in the course of a full season (April-September)

Player Availability

The respective managers will circulate lists of matches asking for player’s availability. Selection will be made in consultation with the age group coach (es).
Please advise the managers of changes to your availability as the season progresses.

What we expect of the players and support staff
Cricket is a game built on sportsmanship, respect and self-discipline. The behaviours demonstrated by cricketers at the highest level are not necessarily those to be embraced by young players. To ensure safe play in the right spirit to the satisfaction of all, coaches, helpers and players must commit to
· Punctuality: coaches and players must arrive at the correct time, to warm up and utilise the time available to the fullest extent possible. Late arrivals shorten playing time available and disrupt plans
· Planning: coaches and support staff will plan their sessions to maximise benefit for the players
· Knowing what you want to improve: players and coaches alike can always get better.

· Safety: wear correct protective equipment. Batsmen must wear boxes, pads and helmets; failure to do so excludes you from participation. All players must have cold- and hot- weather gear including protective creams etc, and a reserve supply of fluids
· Wearing a uniform:  whites must be worn for matches by regular team members- this includes, ideally, trainers and socks
· Respect and self-discipline: applying equally to players; club staff and volunteers; and players’ families. Respect will be shown to colleagues; to opposition players and support staff; and to umpires and scorers. 
· Remembering that captaincy is a difficult task and that a captain’s decision must be adhered to even if you disagree. NB: a good captain will seek opinions and advice when needed 

· Playing the game: cricket is only a game; whilst winning is satisfying, it is not the be-all and end-all. Always shake hands with the other team at the end of the match and, win or lose, remember that tomorrow is another day
· Attending the post-match debrief: don’t be shy to offer your objective opinion as to how the day went, and how it might have gone better
· Always say thank you: players, coaches, umpires and all supporters deserve a thank you. Thank yous invariably provoke further effort
By signing the membership form you agree to abide by these conditions.
